The Winter Olympics: A Century of Games on Ice and Snow


The Olympic Winter Games, although younger than their summer counterpart, nonetheless have a long and storied history.  From the first iteration in Chamonix, France, in 1924, through the first off-set games in Lillehammer, Norway, in 1994, to the most recent edition in PyeongChang, South Korea, the Olympic Winter Games are truly a mega-event.  This introduction to a winter Olympics anthology considers the nearly one-hundred years of the Olympic Winter Games, including its growth in athletes and events, and the broader impact of that expansion.  The sports on the winter Olympic program are at least not easy and in many places largely impossible to practice in at least half of the world’s countries. These challenges make the Olympic Winter Games a compelling event to study because its sports are not universally practiced by people in every country across the globe. How the Olympic Winter Games have grown in scale and size from an event for northern and central Europeans, Americans, and Canadians to include participants from countries that lack snow and ice is itself a testament to the global power of the Olympic brand. The essays in the winter games collection take a broad view of topics related to the Olympic Winter Games, including new approaches to understanding the history and historical significance of athlete eligibility and inclusion, youth culture, demonstration sports, and legacy.
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Some of the most iconic Olympic images and prominent athletes have come from the Olympic Winter Games: the 1980 ‘Miracle on Ice’ by a team of collegiate ice hockey players triumphing over the dominant Soviet Union; the ski jump with the lit Olympic torch during the Lillehammer opening ceremony; the best Canadian professional ice hockey players defeating the US for the gold medal in overtime on home ice in Vancouver; 15-year old Sonje Henie winning the first of her three consecutive figure skating gold medals in 1928; Jean-Claude Killy winning all three Alpine skiing events at the 1968 Games in Grenoble; the Jamaican bobsled team’s appearance in Calgary in 1988; and Japan sweeping the normal hill in ski jumping at the 1972 Games in Sapporo to just name a few. Even with such memorable competitions and athletic feats, the smaller Olympic Winter Games do not hold as prominent of position in the global sport calendar as their summer counterpart. It is unsurprising that not everyone considers the Olympic Winter Games to be a true mega-event, as the criteria for considering a phenomenon to be a mega-event vary by society, the event has fewer athletes and countries competing, and its history traces back only to 1924, nearly thirty years after the first modern Olympic Games in 1896. Yet, the Olympic Winter Games today attract a global audience and the focus of the world’s media for two weeks every four years.[endnoteRef:1]  [1:  Some authors consider the Olympic Winter Games to be a ‘second-order mega event’ as its global reach is more similar to the UEFA men’s European Football Championships than to the FIFA men’s World Cup. See John Horne, ‘The Four ‘Cs’ of Sports Mega-Events: Capitalism, Connections, Citizenship and Contradictions’, in Olympic Games, Mega-Events and Civil Societies: Globalization, Environment, Resistance, ed. Graeme Hayes and John Karamichas (London: Palgrave Macmillan, 2012), 31-45.] 

Moreover, as some Olympic scholars have noted, while the winter Olympics have a relatively smaller media impact, the resulting infrastructural influence often far exceeds the summer editions ‘because they are necessarily located in mountain areas with ecosystems which are more fragile and a man-made environment that is more difficult to manage’.[endnoteRef:2] Foundational scholarship on the Olympic Winter Games, specifically, takes some effort to identify and is unlikely to be met with agreement by Olympic studies scholars. Unlike the research literature addressing the Olympic movement generally, or focused on the revival of the ancient Olympics and modern Olympic history, where classic texts are required reading for students, a similar body of required Olympic Winter Games scholarship is not as clear.[endnoteRef:3] An exception is Larry Gerlach’s book, The Winter Olympics: From Chamonix to Salt Lake, which covers the event from its founding through the 2002 winter games.[endnoteRef:4] This collection, edited by Heather Dichter and Sarah Teetzel, provides space for critical new analyses of the winter Olympic movement. Scholars from across the world, from academics at the start of their careers to emeritus professors, have contributed exciting cutting-edge research, which incorporates ideas from myriad disciplines into the historical consideration of the winter Olympics. [2:  Egidio Dansero, Barbara Del Corpo, Alfredo Mela and Irene Ropolo, ‘Olympic Games, Conflicts and Social Movements: The Case of Torino 2006’, in Olympic Games, Mega-Events and Civil Societies: Globalization, Environment, Resistance, ed, Graeme Hayes and John Karamichas. (London: Palgrave Macmillan, 2012), 197. ]  [3:  Many foundational works were published in the 1980s, including Alan Tomlinson and Garry Whanel, ed., Five Ring Circus: Money, Power, and Politics at the Olympic Games (London: Pluto Press, 1984); Allen Guttman, The Olympics: A History of the Modern Games (Champaign, IL: University of Illinois Press,1984), with a second edition published in 2002; John Hoberman, The Olympic Crisis: Sport, Politics and the Moral Order (New Rochelle, NY: AD Caratzas, 1986); Jeffrey O. Segrave and Donald Chu, ed., The Olympic Games in Transition (Champaign, IL: Human Kinetics, 1988). More recent standout analyses of the Olympic movement include Alfred E. Senn, Power, Politics, and the Olympic Games (Champaign: Human Kinetics, 1999); John Horne and Gary Whannel, Understanding the Olympics, 3rd ed. (London: Routledge, 2020). The Winter Olympics also appear in some chapters of various large handbooks of sport and Olympic history, but again, not in any significant depth: Vassil Girginov, ed., The Olympics: A Critical Reader (London: Routledge, 2010); Helen Jefferson Lenskyj and Stephen Wagg, eds., The Palgrave Handbook of Olympic Studies (Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan, 2012); Richard Holt and Dino Ruta, eds., Routledge Handbook of Sport and Legacy (London: Routledge, 2015); Dikaia Chatziefstathiou, Borja García, and Benoit Séguin, eds., Routledge Handbook of the Olympic and Paralympic Games (London: Routledge, 2021); John E. Findling and Kimberly D. Pelle, eds., Encyclopedia of the Modern Olympic Movement (Westport, CT: Greenwood Press, 2004). Introductory readers may also find Zecevic’s summary helpful: Ljubisa Zecevic, ‘The Winter Games: Their Contribution to World-Wide Olympic Consciousness’, in Olympic Perspectives: 3rd International Symposium for Olympic Research, ed. Robert K Barney, Scott G. Martyn, Douglas A. Brown and Gordon H. MacDonald (London: ICOS, 1996), 267-75.]  [4:  Larry R. Gerlach, The Winter Olympics: From Chamonix to Salt Lake (Salt Lake City: University of Utah Press, 2004).] 

	The contributions to  this collection take a broad view of topics related to the Olympic Winter Games. Irena Martínková and Jim Parry consider the Winter Olympics as a concept and whether the term ‘cold sports’ is in fact a more accurate and thus appropriate term than the conventionally used ‘winter sports’. Their consideration of the history of the winter Games from a philosophical perspective challenges readers to think critically about precisely about what the term ‘Winter Olympics’ both connotes and denotes. These two leading philosophers of sport provide for readers a detailed conceptual clarification of Olympic Winter Games and values, and the implications for universality and inclusivity that arise from how ‘summer’ and ‘winter’ sports are defined and distinguished.[endnoteRef:5] Two essays pick up on some of the problems raised by Martínková and Parry by considering the participation of athletes and countries from non-traditional winter sport countries. Cobus Rademeyer examines the history of winter Olympic participation by African states. Starting with South Africa in 1960 as the first African state to compete at the Olympic Winter Games through to the record eight countries which sent athletes to PyeongChang in 2018, Rademeyer demonstrates the different paths that countries from the continent least associated with snow and ice have taken in order to participate in the winter Olympics.[endnoteRef:6] Thomas Fabian explores the concept of ‘flexible citizenship’ to understand the ‘tourist’ athlete who changes their national affiliation in order to compete in the winter Olympics.[endnoteRef:7] Some of the same athletes appear in both Rademeyer’s and Fabian’s essays, although Fabian’s scope is broader than the African continent to consider winter Olympic participation broadly.[endnoteRef:8] [5:  Irena Martínková and Jim Parry, ‘Winter Olympic Games, ‘Cold Sports’, and Inclusive Values’, The International Journal of the History of Sport, 37, no. 13 (2020): pages to be added at layout.]  [6:  Cobus Rademeyer, ‘Summer Meets Winter: African Nations Participating at the Winter Olympics, 1960-2018’, The International Journal of the History of Sport, 37, no. 13 (2020): pages to be added at layout.]  [7:  Aihwa Ong, Flexible Citizenship: The Cultural Logics of Transnationality (Durham, NC: Duke University Press, 1999).]  [8:  Thomas Fabian, ‘The Cool Runnings Effect: Flexible Citizenship, the Global South, and Transcultural Republics at the Winter Olympic Games’,  The International Journal of the History of Sport, 37, no. 13 (2020): pages to be added at layout.] 

	Three papers then consider various aspects of how the Olympic Winter Games have grown, as both a mega-event and the sports on the program, and the broader impacts of that growth. Xavier Ramon, Qingru Xu, and Andrew Billings consider the history of demonstration sports contested at the Olympic Winter Games, some of which became medal-contested sports whereas others largely faded from memory. They argue that the recent creation of the Olympic Channel, along with streaming, provides an opportunity for the IOC to capitalize on its rich history of sports currently confined to old video footage.[endnoteRef:9] Anne Barjolin-Smith provides an in-depth examination of a single sport, snowboarding, which the IOC added for the 1998 Nagano games with two events, and which by 2014 had five different events.[endnoteRef:10] As a sport created in the United States by youth as a counter to the more traditional sport of skiing, Barjolin-Smith contends that snowboarding has allowed the IOC to attract a new and younger audience to the Olympic Games.[endnoteRef:11] By examining the ten postwar European host cities of the Olympic Winter Games, Laura Brown demonstrates how the concept of legacy has affected the development of venues during the bidding and organizing stages of the winter Olympics. As the IOC has added more sports and events to the winter Olympic program, host cities have had to expand their legacy planning with new and additional facilities which often not already exist in the area.[endnoteRef:12] Together these six essays highlight the growing research on the Olympic Winter Games being conducted by a selection of scholars in Canada, France, South Africa, Spain, the United Kingdom, and the United States. As a global event, albeit one in which only 116 of the current 206 National Olympic Committees recognized by the IOC compete, analysis of winter Olympics historical trends and future considerations can have a vast and far-reaching impact. The contributions that follow in this collection build on and supplement the research literature addressing the history and development of the Olympic Winter Games. [9:  Xavier Ramon, Qingru Xu,  and Andrew C. Billings, ‘Lost in the Vault? Demonstration Sports at the Winter Olympics and How Digital Media Can Bring Them “Back to the Future”’, The International Journal of the History of Sport, 37, no. 13 (2020): pages to be added at layout.]  [10:  Parallel slalom only appeared at the 2014 Winter Olympics in Sochi. The 2018 Games in PyeongChang also had five events, with big air contested for the first time.]  [11:  Anne Barjolin-Smith, ‘Snowboarding Youth Culture and the Winter Olympics: Co-Evolution in an American-Driven Show’, The International Journal of the History of Sport, 37, no. 13 (2020): pages to be added at layout.]  [12:  Laura A. Brown, ‘Planning for Legacy in the Post-War Era of the Olympic Winter Games’, The International Journal of the History of Sport, 37, no. 13 (2020): pages to be added at layout.] 


The Development of the Olympic Winter Games
	The Olympic Winter Games have grown tremendously from the 258 athletes from 16 countries who competed in the first iteration in 1924, then called the International Winter Sports Week, to the over 2,800 athletes from 92 countries who competed at the 2018 Olympic Winter Games in PyeongChang, South Korea.[endnoteRef:13] Over this period, the event has transformed from a secondary consideration of the IOC and country selected to host the summer Olympics to a mega-event in its own right. The entire process from a locality’s initial ideas to bid for the winter Olympics through the IOC’s election of the host city to the scrutiny of an organizing committee and the post-games legacies of venues now receive ample consideration by the global media and the general public. In contrast to some of the sports contested at the summer games, which can be played by anyone around the world regardless of climate, income, or equipment (as running can be done barefoot, as Ethiopia’s Abebe Bikila demonstrated when he won the gold medal in the 1960 Olympic marathon), the sports on the winter Olympic program are largely impossible to practice – or at least not easily – in at least half of the world’s countries. These challenges, in fact, make the Olympic Winter Games an even more compelling event to study because its sports are not universally practiced by people in every country across the globe, like running and playing soccer (football). How the winter Olympics have grown in scale and size from an event for northern and central Europeans and Americans and Canadians to include participants from countries that lack snow and ice is itself a testament to the global power of the Olympic brand. [13:  International Olympic Committee, Factsheet: The Olympic Winter Games Update, June 2018, https://stillmed.olympic.org/media/Document%20Library/OlympicOrg/Factsheets-Reference-Documents/Games/OWG/Factsheet-The-Olympic-Winter-Games.pdf (accessed October 25, 2020).] 

	The Olympic Winter Games are, of course, not the only multi-sport festival where athletes compete in winter sports and events. Athletes competed in the Nordic Games (1901-1926) decades before the winter Olympics emerged. More recently, Arctic Winter Games have been held regularly since 1970, and 1997 marked the first official Winter X Games for extreme winter sports – with several events originating in the Winter X Games now appearing at the winter Olympics.[endnoteRef:14] Although the Olympic Winter Games officially began in 1924, winter sports had previously been on the Olympic program and the path toward a separate winter Olympic festival was not straightforward or without controversy.  The popularity of figure skating in the 1880s prompted the creation of the International Skating Union (ISU) in 1892, one of the three international federations formed prior to the founding of the IOC. The ISU held its first world championships in 1896 in St. Petersburg, Russia, two months before the first modern Olympics in Athens.[endnoteRef:15] The IOC had initially proposed skating on the first Olympic program, but without an ice rink the Athens organizers could not include the sport. It finally appeared at the Olympic Games in London in 1908 and, after not appearing at the 1912 Stockholm Olympics, has been on the Olympic program every year since 1920.[endnoteRef:16] The organizers of the 1920 Antwerp Olympics also added a second winter sport: ice hockey. Both figure skating and ice hockey, as sports able to be contested at an indoor arena (Palais de Glace d'Anvers), allowed them to be part of the Olympics during a time that was not, in fact, winter.[endnoteRef:17] [14:  See Sylvain Ferez, Sébastien Ruffié and Stéphane Héas, ‘Recognizing Geographic and Cultural Alterity Through Sport? Institutionalize the Arctic Games (1967-2004),’ Diagoras 2, (2018): 27-46; Sebastian Kühn, ‘The Nordic Games and the Olympic Platform as Arena for the Dissolution of the Swedish-Norwegian Union’, Diagoras 3, (2019): 94-112; and Holly Thorpe and Belinda Wheaton, ‘Generation X Games, Action Sports and the Olympic Movement: Understanding the Cultural Politics of Incorporation’, Sociology 45, no. 5 (2011): 830-47.]  [15:  Benjamin T. Wright, Skating around the world 1892 – 1992: The One Hundredth Anniversary History of the International Skating Union (Davos: International Skating Union, 1992).]  [16:  Yves Morales, ‘Pre-Olympic Winter Games’, trans. Johanna Hackney, in Encyclopedia of the Modern Olympic Movement, ed. John E. Findling and Kimberly D. Pelle (Westport, CT: Greenwood Press, 2004), 271-2; Benjamin T. Wright, Skating Around the World, 1892-1992: The One Hundredth Anniversary History of the International Skating Union (Davos: International Skating Union, 1992), 33.]  [17:  Roland Renson, ‘Antwerp 1920’, in Encyclopedia of the Modern Olympic Movement, ed. John E. Findling and Kimberly D. Pelle (Westport, CT: Greenwood Press, 2004), 71-77.] 

The early twentieth century also saw the creation of the Nordic Games. Although established as an event for multiple sports including, but not limited to, outdoor sports on snow and ice, the Swedish organizers never had ambitions for this event to turn into a winter version of the Olympic Games. Instead, the event developed out of the nationalism of the era, with the announcement in 1899 that the first Nordic Games would take place in Stockholm in 1901. All but one of the eight Nordic Games took place in the Swedish capital (1901, 1905, 1909, 1913, 1917, 1922, and 1926); the 1903 event took place in Kristiania (now Oslo).[endnoteRef:18] As Nordic Games historian Leif Yttergren has noted, although athletes from eight other countries completed in the Nordic Games, they ‘were thus primarily an event by and for Swedes, and they did not at all have the same international stamp as the Olympics’. Swedish IOC member Victor Balck was a leading figure behind the Nordic Games, and he, too, wanted these events to remain entirely separate from the Olympics. The Nordic Games, despite their clear and obvious identification with snow sports, were not a predecessor of the Olympic Winter Games, or even the driving force in the IOC opting to introduce an Olympic winter festival.[endnoteRef:19]  [18:  Leif Yttergren. ‘The Nordic Games: Visions of a Winter Olympics or a National Festival?’ International Journal of the History of Sport 11, no. 3 (1994): 495-505.]  [19:  Ibid., quotation from page 500.] 

	The organizers of the 1924 Paris Olympics planned, with the support of the IOC, a separate slate of winter sport activities earlier in the year in Chamonix.[endnoteRef:20] The French organizers called this event an International Winter Sports Week, organizing several sports in the Alpine resort town of Chamonix. The sports contested were figure skating, speed skating, ice hockey, curling, bobsleigh, and the Nordic skiing disciplines of cross-country skiing, ski jumping, Nordic combined (ski jumping and cross-country skiing), and military patrol (cross-country skiing, ski mountaineering, and shooting). Sixteen countries participated, fourteen from Europe plus the United States and Canada, for a total of 258 athletes. Women competed only in the ladies individual and pairs figure skating events, and a mere eleven women took part in these events at this sports week.[endnoteRef:21] Unlike the figure skating events held indoors in Antwerp four years earlier, with the Chamonix event actually taking place during the winter months, the skating and ice hockey competitions took place outdoors. The IOC deemed this first event a success, convincing even initially skeptical members such as J. Sigfrid Edström, retroactively conferring in 1926 the designation I Olympic Winter Games on the Chamonix event.[endnoteRef:22] Robert Barney, Stephen Wenn, and Scott Martyn called Chamonix an ‘organizational success, and perhaps even a political success’; however, they also noted that the Chamonix Games ‘were an economic disaster’.[endnoteRef:23] Nonetheless, the IOC now had a winter edition of its Olympic Games and expected it to continue and grow following Chamonix. [20:  Minutes, Session de 1922, Paris, June 7-10, 1922, 1922-06-07 au 10 - PV 21e Session Paris (imprimé).pdf, Olympic Studies Centre, Lausanne, Switzerland (hereafter OSC).]  [21:  Paula D. Welch, ‘Chamonix 1924’, in Encyclopedia of the Modern Olympic Movement, ed. John E. Findling and Kimberly D. Pelle (Westport, CT: Greenwood Press, 2004), 283-287.]  [22:  Minutes, Session de 1925, Prague, May 26-28, 1925, 1925-05-26 au 28 - PV 24e Session Prague (imprimé).pdf, OSC; Procès-Verbal, 25e Session, Lisbonne 1926, May 3-7, 1926, 1926-05-03 au 06 - PV 25e Session Lisbonne (transcription).pdf, OSC.]  [23:  Robert K. Barney, Stephen R. Wenn and Scott G. Martyn, Selling the Five Rings: The International Olympic Committee and the Rise of Olympic Commercialism (Salt Lake City: University of Utah Press, 2002), 27.] 

	Now that the IOC had two versions of the Olympic Games, members had to determine how to allocate the Olympic Winter Games. The IOC awarded the opportunity to host the 1928 Olympics to the Dutch city of Amsterdam in 1921, before the idea of an international winter sports week or winter Olympics even existed. Once the IOC decided to formalize an Olympic Winter Games in 1925, however, the organization needed to find a host for the 1928 edition. With the Netherlands not providing a suitable climate for such an event to take place outdoors, IOC members determined at their 1925 Congress that the Olympic Winter Games could take place in a different country.[endnoteRef:24] They then voted for St. Moritz, Switzerland, to host the II Olympic Winter Olympics over the other Swiss resort towns of Davos and Engelberg.[endnoteRef:25] The IOC hoped the village’s reputation for attracting wealthy and upscale clientele to its hotels would help turn the winter Olympics into a glamorous affair. St. Moritz had the necessary infrastructure for organizing the sports on the winter Olympic program since it was one of Europe’s premier winter resorts.[endnoteRef:26] The second winter games, planned in advance as an official Olympic Winter Games, were almost twice the size of the Chamonix Games, with 464 athletes (26 of whom were women) from 25 countries. Military patrol and curling disappeared from the official Olympic program and were relegated as exhibition events along with a few other sports, but the Swiss organizers, using the world-famous Cresta run, added skeleton (the head-first sliding event). Women again could only compete in figure skating at the 1928 Games.[endnoteRef:27] [24:  Minutes, Session de 1925, Prague, May 26-28, 1925, 1925-05-26 au 28 - PV 24e Session Prague (imprimé).pdf, OSC.]  [25:  Procès-Verbal, 25e Session, Lisbonne 1926, May 3-7, 1926, 1926-05-03 au 06 - PV 25e Session Lisbonne (transcription).pdf, OSC; Susan Saint-Sing, ‘St. Moritz 1928’, in Encyclopedia of the Modern Olympic Movement, ed. John E. Findling and Kimberly D. Pelle (Westport, CT: Greenwood Press, 2004), 289-296.]  [26:  For more on St. Moritz, see Susan Barton, Healthy Living in the Alps: The Origins of Winter Tourism in Switzerland, 1860-1914 (Manchester, UK: Manchester University Press, 2008), 37-65.]  [27:  Saint-Sing, ‘St. Moritz’.] 

	With the IOC’s selection of Los Angeles, Berlin, and Tokyo for the next three summer Olympics, all three host countries had plenty of cold weather, mountains, and snow to host outdoor winter Olympics. Although the Los Angeles 1932 organizers wanted the Olympic Winter Games closer to the California metropolis, the individuals behind the Lake Placid, New York 1932 bid convinced the IOC that the summer resort village could transform into a winter sport destination.[endnoteRef:28] For the 1936 winter Olympics, in contrast, the Germans favored the neighboring Bavarian towns of Garmisch and Partenkirchen because of the already existing winter sport infrastructure (ski jump, cross country skiing trails, sliding track, and ice surfaces) and the country’s tallest mountain, the Zugspitze, which ensured the other venues would have readily accessible snow to transport to any venues that might be lacking in snow themselves.[endnoteRef:29] In 1936 the IOC selected Tokyo to be the first Asian city to host the 1940 Olympics, and a year later they selected the Japanese city of Sapporo, on the northern island of Hokkaido, for the 1940 Olympic Winter Games. That same year Japan invaded China, but the IOC still maintained the summer and winter games would be held in Tokyo and Sapporo, respectively. By the summer of 1938, however, the Japanese Olympic Committee returned both the 1940 summer and winter Olympics to the IOC, no longer able to organize the Games. The IOC re-allocated the winter Games first to St. Moritz, but following disputes with the International Ski Federation (FIS), the IOC rescinded the offer from the Swiss resort and awarded them to the most recent host, Garmisch-Partenkirchen. The Second World War ultimately prevented these games from happening, as well as the 1944 Olympics, which the IOC had decided to hold in Cortina d’Ampezzo, Italy.[endnoteRef:30] [28:  John Fea, ‘Lake Placid 1932’, in Encyclopedia of the Modern Olympic Movement, ed. John E. Findling and Kimberly D. Pelle (Westport, CT: Greenwood Press, 2004), 297-301; Peter M. Hopsicker, ‘Racing with Death: The Not-So-Ordinary Happenings of the 1932 Lake Placid Olympic Bobsled Events’, Journal of Sport History 41, no. 1 (2014): 73-93.]  [29:  Jon W. Stauff, ‘Garmisch-Partenkirchen 1936‘, in Encyclopedia of the Modern Olympic Movement, ed. John E. Findling and Kimberly D. Pelle (Westport, CT: Greenwood Press, 2004), 303-308.]  [30:  Swantje Scharenberg, ‘Sapporo/St. Moritz/Garmisch-Partenkirchen 1940‘, in Encyclopedia of the Modern Olympic Movement, ed. John E. Findling and Kimberly D. Pelle (Westport, CT: Greenwood Press, 2004), 309-3012; Astrid Engelbrecht, ‘Cortina d’Ampezzo 1944’, trans. Jamey J. Findling, in Encyclopedia of the Modern Olympic Movement, ed. John E. Findling and Kimberly D. Pelle (Westport, CT: Greenwood Press, 2004), 313-314.] 

	The postwar resumption of the Olympics saw the winter games over the next two decades largely take place in traditional winter sport areas, with the same global trends (live television coverage, commercialization, and an increasing number of events and athletes) which impacted both the summer Olympics and the winter games. The IOC selected host cities that had at least some of the necessary winter sport infrastructure to host the Olympic Winter Games, starting with St. Moritz in 1948. Future hosts included Oslo, Norway (1952), Cortina d’Ampezzo (1956), Squaw Valley, USA (1960), Innsbruck, Austria (1964), Grenoble, France (1968), and Sapporo (1972). Squaw Valley was the main exception, as the region was largely an ‘obscure California ski area’, but one which proposed to the IOC to build ‘an ideal Olympic venue … from the ground up’. The organizers also refused to build a sliding track, leaving bobsled off the Olympic Winter Games program for the first (and only) time.[endnoteRef:31] Even as the winter Olympics grew in size, the host location remained fairly small during this period. Norway’s capital city of Oslo, with a population of less than 500,000, and Sapporo, with over one million residents, were the notable exceptions.[endnoteRef:32] [31:  Tim Ashwell, ‘Squaw Valley 1960’, in Encyclopedia of the Modern Olympic Movement, ed. John E. Findling and Kimberly D. Pelle (Westport, CT: Greenwood Press, 2004), 337-343, quotes 338. Lake Placid offered to host the Olympic sliding events but the Squaw Valley organizers declined the offer.]  [32:  Stephen Essex and Brian Chalkley, ‘Mega-sporting Events in Urban and Regional Policy: A History of the Winter
Olympics’, Planning Perspectives 19, no. 2 (2004): 212-213.] 

	Larger problems started to beset the Olympic Winter Games during the last few years of Avery Brundage’s tenure as president of the IOC (1952-1972). At the 1968 Grenoble Olympics, over 1000 athletes from nearly 40 countries – including from all six continents – participated.[endnoteRef:33] Brundage always sought to protect amateurism within the Olympic movement, and his campaign against commercialism brought him into conflict with FIS, particularly over Alpine skiers. Because skis included the manufacturer’s name and logos on them, and the IOC did not want the Olympics infested with advertising, FIS and the IOC agreed that skiers would not have their skis when posing for photographs and media interviews after their runs. After newspapers ran a photograph of French ski racer Jean-Claude Killy displaying his Rossignol gloves, Brundage’s animosity towards Alpine skiers grew as he sought to have the skiers return their medals. Brundage also ensured that Austrian skier Karl Schranz, the giant slalom silver medalist at the 1964 Olympics and 1970 world champion in the same event, was declared a professional and excluded from the 1972 winter games.[endnoteRef:34] At the same time, financial and environmental concerns increased among the local population in the city of Denver and the state of Colorado, which the IOC had selected to host the 1976 Olympic Winter Games. A state referendum overwhelmingly voted not to fund the Olympics, which resulted in the city returning the games to the IOC, who then re-allocated them to 1964 host Innsbruck.[endnoteRef:35]  [33:  Douglas Brown and Gordon MacDonald, ‘Grenoble 1968’, in Encyclopedia of the Modern Olympic Movement, ed. John E. Findling and Kimberly D. Pelle (Westport, CT: Greenwood Press, 2004), 351-358; Rademeyer, ‘Summer Meets Winter’’, THIS ISSUE—pages to be added a layout.]  [34:  Brown and MacDonald, ‘Grenoble 1968’, 354-355; Guy-Lionel Loew, ‘Karl Schranz and the International Debate on Amateurism, Sapporo 1972’, Olympika XVII (2008): 153-167.]  [35:  Adam Berg, ‘Denver '76: The Winter Olympics and the Politics of Growth in Colorado during the Late 1960s and Early 1970s’ (PhD diss., Pennsylvania State University, 2016); Adam Berg, The Olympic Spirit of ‘76: How Denver Won and Lost the Winter Games (Austin: University of Texas Press, forthcoming).] 

	Whereas the 1980 and 1984 summer Olympics in Moscow and Los Angeles, respectively, are most known for the reciprocal Cold War boycotts, the winter games those same years, held in the opposite Cold War camps (1980 in Lake Placid and 1984 in Sarajevo, Yugoslavia) did not face the same issues. By the middle of the decade, both television and sponsorship revenues for the games were reaching new levels with each Olympic year, and tens of thousands of spectators attended the games. To capitalize on this financial success and ensure that people thought about the Olympics more than just the one out of every four years, in 1986 the IOC decided to offset the Olympic Winter Games in the middle of each quadrennial cycle, starting with 1994.[endnoteRef:36] Thus, 1992 was the last year when both the summer (Barcelona, Spain) and winter (Albertville, France) Olympics took place in the same year. Starting with Lillehammer, Norway, in 1994, the winter games occurred in the middle of a summer Olympic cycle.[endnoteRef:37] With the winter Olympics now held in their own year, they were no longer overshadowed by the summer games. The IOC could more easily secure higher television contracts for the winter Olympics as well, with two years to build excitement between Olympic events. Lillehammer was, in many ways, the perfect choice for the first staggered Olympic Winter Games as it saw the event return to a smaller city at a latitude that would have no concerns about snow cover, as the city is the most northern place to host the Olympic Winter Games. Although Albertville also had a comparable population in 1992, the events were actually spread out over the entire Savoie region and were quite decentralized.[endnoteRef:38] Lillehammer also pioneered the inclusion of environmental concerns and sustainability into its Olympic plans, setting a model for future hosts and encouraging, along with the Sydney organizers for the 2000 summer games, the IOC to establish stronger environmental policies.[endnoteRef:39] [36:  Moving the Winter Games also decreased the administrative burden on the Olympic movement as well. Minutes of the 91st IOC Session, Lausanne, October 12-17, 1986, 1986-10-12 to 17 - Minutes 91th Session Lausanne.pdf, OSC.]  [37:  Larry Maloney, ‘Lillehammer 1994’, in Encyclopedia of the Modern Olympic Movement, ed. John E. Findling and Kimberly D. Pelle (Westport, CT: Greenwood Press, 2004), 405-414; Barney, Wenn, and Martyn, Selling the Five Rings, 277.]  [38:  Essex and Chalkley, ‘Mega-sporting Events’, 212-213; Michelle Lellouche, ‘Albertville and Savoie 1992’, in Encyclopedia of the Modern Olympic Movement, ed. John E. Findling and Kimberly D. Pelle (Westport, CT: Greenwood Press, 2004), 397-403; Terret, Thierry, ‘The Albertville Winter Olympics: Unexpected Legacies - Failed Expectations for Regional Economic Development’, International Journal of the History of Sport 25, no. 14 (2008): 1903-1921.]  [39:  John Karamichas, The Olympic Games and the Environment (Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan, 2013); Hart Cantelon and Michael Letters, ‘The Making of the IOC Environmental Policy as the
Third Dimension of the Olympic Movement’, International Review for the Sociology of Sport 35. No. 3 (2000): 294-308; Becca Leopkey and Milena M. Parent, ‘Olympic Legacy: From General Benefits to Sustainable Long-Term Legacy’, The International Journal of the History of Sport 29, no. 6 (2012): 924-943; Alberto Aragón-Pérez, ‘The Influence of the 1992 Earth Summit on the 1992 Olympic Games in Barcelona: Awakening of the Olympic Environmental Dimension’, The International Journal of the History of Sport 36, no. 2-3 (2019): 244-266.] 

	The growth of the Olympic Winter Games, and the need to provide sufficient accommodations for sport officials, the media, and spectators, has resulted since the late 1990s in larger metropolitan areas hosting the winter Olympics. The last winter Olympics of the twentieth century, Nagano 1998, reached new highs for countries competing (72), athletes (2,176, the first time the winter games had more than 2000 competitors), and accredited media (8,329). The return of curling to the Olympic program for the first time since 1924, and now for both men and women, raised the number of sports contested in Nagano to seven, the number which has remained for twenty years. The number of medal events increased to 68, with women’s ice hockey and snowboarding (giant slalom and halfpipe) for both men and women contested for the first time.[endnoteRef:40]  [40:  International Olympic Committee, Factsheet: The Olympic Winter Games Update, June 2018, https://stillmed.olympic.org/media/Document%20Library/OlympicOrg/Factsheets-Reference-Documents/Games/OWG/Factsheet-The-Olympic-Winter-Games.pdf (accessed October 25, 2020).] 

Further additions to the Olympic Winter Games in the twenty-first century included skeleton (returned for men and initiated for women in 2002), women’s bobsleigh (2002), men’s and women’s biathlon pursuit (2002), additional speed skating events for men and women (2002, 2006, 2018), additional cross-country skiing events for men and women (2002), additional snowboard events for men and women (2006, 2014), additional freestyle skiing events for men and women (2010, 2014), and women’s ski jump (2014). The IOC also approved mixed team events in biathlon (2014), luge (2014), figure skating (2014), curling (2018), and Alpine skiing (2018). By PyengChang, then, over 100 events appeared on the winter Olympic program. As a result of this growth, the distance between the events on the winter Olympic program that take place indoors and the events which require mountains and sufficient snow cover has expanded tremendously. The Olympic Winter Games in Vancouver, Canada in 2010, Sochi, Russia in 2014, and PyeongChang, South Korea in 2018 all featured both city and mountain clusters. For the Vancouver Olympics, almost all of the outdoor events took place in the Whistler region, a two-hour drive (on a highway doubled in size in preparation for the games) into the Rocky Mountains.[endnoteRef:41] The Sochi organizers repeated this set up in 2014, organizing event around an indoor ‘coastal’ and a ‘mountain cluster’. Both Vancouver and Sochi required artificial snowmaking and stockpiling to ensure adequate conditions to contest all of the outdoor events, given the average temperature of the site in February is well above the freezing mark.[endnoteRef:42] PyeongChang organizers also split events between the PyeongChang mountain cluster and Gangneung coastal cluster where indoor ice events took place. While ‘clusters’ allow more flexibility for organizers, the impact on the athlete experience must not be forgotten. As former IOC member and legendary ski racer Jean-Claude Killy argued, venues need to be ‘at the best possible facilities, and also within a manageable overall area, thus making travel for competitors less inconvenient’.[endnoteRef:43]  [41:  Freestyle skiing and snowboarding took place in West Vancouver and faced numerous problems with a lack of snow at the venue because of the warm temperatures. All other outdoor events (Nordic and Alpine skiing and all three sliding disciplines) took place in Whistler. Larry Maloney, ‘Vancouver 2010’, in Encyclopedia of the Modern Olympic Movement, ed. John E. Findling and Kimberly D. Pelle (Westport, CT: Greenwood Press, 2004), 435-438.]  [42:  Lauren Morello, ‘Winter Olympics: Downhill Forecast’, Nature 506, no. 7486 (2014): 20-22. See also Daniel Scott, Robert Steiger, Michelle Rutty and Yan Fang, ‘The Changing Geography of the Winter Olympic and Paralympc Games in a Warmer World’, Current Issues in Tourism 22, no. 11 (2018): 1301-11.]  [43:  Hugh Dauncey, ‘The Failed Bid for Lyon ’68, and France’s Winter Olympics from Grenoble ’68 to Annecy 2018: French Politics, Civil Society and Olympic Mega-Events,’ in Olympic Games, Mega-Events and Civil Societies: Globalization, Environment, Resistance, ed. Graeme Hayes and John Karamichas (London: Palgrave Macmillan, 2012), 100.] 

	After the extinguishing of the Olympic and Paralympic flames, the focus turns to the post-games use of the facilities. Some venues for events on the winter Olympic program are able to be used by the public for recreational sport, such as the smaller ice arena, used for community ice hockey and figure skating, or cross country skiing trails. The larger outdoor facilities for sports, which are not commonly practiced, such as ski jumps and sliding tracks, however, often face higher costs to maintain with minimal usage outside elite sport competition. For example, the sliding track built for the 2006 Olympic Winter Games in Turin, Italy, closed permanently just six years later; the organizers of the 2018 PyeongChang Olympics finally articulated the post-games uses of several of the venues in September 2019, a year and a half after the games ended.[endnoteRef:44] Expensive venues created for mega-events such as the Olympics, but which are hardly used afterwards, are often called ‘white elephants’. Andrew Smith explains ‘white elephants’ as ‘expensive and superfluous venue projects that continue to be a drain on resources if they are not self-sufficient’.[endnoteRef:45] As the ‘legacy’ of an Olympic Games has become an increasingly important part of the rhetoric used by bid cities, the IOC, and the organizing committees, the discrepancy between the original promise and the result after the Olympics end has grown even further.[endnoteRef:46] [44:  Heather L. Dichter, ‘Olympic Games Bids’, Handbook of International Sport Business, ed. Mark Dodds, Kevin Heisey, and Aila Ahonen (London: Routledge, 2017), 60; Jung Woo Lee, ‘A Winter Sport Mega-Event and its Aftermath: A Critical Review of Post-Olympic PyeongChang’, Local Economy: The Journal of the Local Economy Policy Unit 34, no. 7 (2019): 745-752; Liam Morgan, ‘Legacy Plans Finally Established for Three Outstanding Pyeongchang 2018 Venues’, Inside the Games, September 26, 2019, https://www.insidethegames.biz/articles/1085202/pyeongchang-2018-legacy-plans-ioc (accessed October 28, 2020).]  [45:  Andrew Smith, Events and Urban Regeneration: The Strategic Use of Events to Revitalise Cities (London: Routledge, 2012), 68.]  [46:  Ibid., 68-72; J. A. Mangan, ‘Prologue: Guarantees of Global Goodwill: Post-Olympic Legacies – Too Many Limping White Elephants?’, The International Journal of the History of Sport 25, no. 14 (2008): 1869–1883; Tracey J. Dickson, Angela M. Benson, and Deborah A. Blackman, ‘Developing a Framework for Evaluating Olympic and Paralympic Legacies’, Journal of Sport & Tourism 16, no. 4 (2011): 296-297; Leopkey and Parent, ‘Olympic Games Legacy’, 924-943.] 

	The mounting costs of hosting the Olympics, including outlays to construct several new venues for both the summer and winter Olympics, has led to the recent phenomenon of several cities which initially bid to host the games ultimately withdrawing from the process. These acts became particularly acute for the winter games following the 2014 Sochi Olympics and its estimated $55 billion costs.[endnoteRef:47] The IOC anticipated six cities submitting applicant files for the 2022 Olympic Winter Games by the March 2014 deadline, one month after the Sochi games ended. In January 2014, one month before the Olympic Winter Games, Stockholm withdrew its application because of a lack of support inside the country and especially the government.[endnoteRef:48] A referendum in May 2014 in which the local population overwhelmingly voted not to support Krakow, Poland’s bid ended that city’s application.[endnoteRef:49] The ‘political and security crisis’ which followed the Russian occupation of the Crimea eventually resulted in the withdrawal of the bid from Lviv, Ukraine, in June 2014.[endnoteRef:50] The three cities of Oslo, Beijing, and Almaty, Kazakhstan, ultimately moved to the official candidature stage, but diminishing support of Oslo’s bid from the Norwegian public, including opposition to the extensive requirements which the IOC demands of the organizing committee, led to the government ending financial support for Oslo’s Olympic bid in October 2014.[endnoteRef:51] By the time the IOC voted to select the host of the 2022 Olympic Winter Games the following summer, only two cities from which to choose remained. The contest to host the 2026 winter games followed a similar trajectory, with four cities (Calgary, Canada; Sapporo, Japan; Graz, Austria; and Sion, Switzerland) all withdrawing their interest later in 2018, leaving only the Stockholm-Åre and the Milan-Cortina bids when the IOC voted in 2019.[endnoteRef:52] [47:  Martin Müller, ‘After Sochi 2014: Costs and Impacts of Russia’s Olympic Games’, Eurasian Geography and Economics 55, no. 6 (2014): 628-655.]  [48:  Duncan Mackay, ‘Stockholm drops bid to host 2022 Winter Olympics and Paralympics’, Inside the Games, January 17, 2014, https://www.insidethegames.biz/articles/1017899/stockholm-drops-bid-to-host-2022-winter-olympics-and-paralympics (accessed October 28, 2020).]  [49:  Marissa Payne, ‘Krakow withdraws 2022 Olympic bid after residents vote ‘no’,’ Washington Post, May 27, 2014,
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/early-lead/wp/2014/05/27/krakow-withdraws-2022-olympic-bid-after-residents-vote-no/ (accessed October 28, 2020).]  [50:  ‘Lviv Ukraine Drops Olympic Bid for 2022 Winter Games’, GamesBids.com, June 30, 2014, https://gamesbids.com/eng/winter-olympic-bids/2022-olympic-bid-news/lviv-ukraine-drops-olympic-bid-for-2022-winter-games/ (accessed October 28, 2020).]  [51:  Matt Bonesteel, ‘Oslo drops 2022 Winter Olympics bid, leaving IOC with two bad choices’, Washington Post, October 2, 2014, https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/early-lead/wp/2014/10/02/oslo-drops-2022-winter-olympics-bid-leaving-ioc-with-two-bad-choices/ (accessed October 28, 2020).]  [52:  Liam Morgan, ‘Sapporo withdraws from race for 2026 Winter Olympics and Paralympics to focus on 2030’, Inside the Games, September 17, 2018, https://www.insidethegames.biz/articles/1070049/sapporo-withdraws-from-race-for-2026-winter-olympics-and-paralympics-to-focus-on-2030 (accessed October 28, 2020); Drew Anderson, ‘Calgary's Olympic bid dies — officially’, CBC, November 19, 2018, https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/calgary/calgary-2026-olympic-bid-dead-city-council-1.4911476 (accessed October 28, 2020).] 

	To confront the related problems of rising costs to host the Olympics and declining interest and support for these bids, the IOC, under recently elected president Thomas Bach, investigated a series of reforms which all passed in 2014. Known as Agenda 2020, the resolutions adopted by the IOC largely addressed cutting costs for bid and organizing committees.[endnoteRef:53] As the insightful Olympic scholar John MacAloon has noted, with Agenda 2020 ‘the IOC now committed itself to actively promoting use of existing, temporary and demountable venues’ and that ‘sports could be held outside the host city and even the host country where cost savings and sustainable legacy could be demonstrated’.[endnoteRef:54] These changes were clearly aimed to prevent further ‘white elephants’. This new willingness by the IOC to have the games held across multiple cites resulted in the bids for 2026 to be known by both of the cities named for where the events would take place. In addition, the Stockholm-Åre bid proposed that the sliding events of bobsleigh, skeleton, and luge take place in Sigulda, Latvia. Even though the venue lay across the Baltic Sea in another country, the distance between Stockholm and Sigulda is in fact smaller than between the Swedish capital and Åre, the proposed location for the downhill skiing events.[endnoteRef:55] [53:  John J. MacAloon, ‘Agenda 2020 and the Olympic Movement’, Sport in Society 19, no. 6 (2016): 773.]  [54:  Ibid.]  [55:  Dan Palmer, ‘Latvian Government approve Sigulda sliding track for Stockholm 2026 Winter Olympic bid’, Inside the Games, June 13, 2018, https://www.insidethegames.biz/articles/1066237/latvian-government-approve-sigulda-sliding-track-for-stockholm-2026-winter-olympic-bid (accessed October 28, 2020).] 

	Over almost a century the Olympic Winter Games have grown from the small number of athletes in Chamonix to over 2800 competitors from 92 countries in PyeongChang. Over 40 per cent of the athletes competing in 2018 were women; although not as high of a percentage as competed in the 2016 summer Olympics or even the parity which the IOC aims to achieve as outlined in Recommendation 11 of the IOC’s Olympic Agenda 2020 report, this number is far more than the eleven women who could only compete in a single sport in Chamonix.[endnoteRef:56] The winter Olympics have grown to become one of the world’s most prominent mega-events, reaping the benefits of media and commercialization. At the same time, though, they have confronted many of the same challenges as the summer games, in some areas perhaps even more acutely. As such, the Olympic Winter Games not only provide a rich history which help understand the development of modern sport but also are an important event in their own right to be investigated further. [56:  International Olympic Committee, Marketing Report PyeongChang 2018, https://stillmed.olympic.org/media/Document%20Library/OlympicOrg/Games/Winter-Games/Games-PyeongChang-2018-Winter-Olympic-Games/IOC-Marketing/Marketing-Report.pdf (accessed September 15, 2020). See also International Olympic Committee. Olympic Agenda 2020, https://stillmed.olympic.org/Documents/Olympic_Agenda_2020/Olympic_Agenda_2020-20-20_Recommendations-ENG.pdf (accessed October 15, 2020). ] 


Winter Olympic Research: Ideas, Themes, and Key Considerations
	Many researchers continue to insist on framing the Olympic Winter Games as forgotten afterthoughts that dim in comparison to the larger, glitzier, and more commercially appealing summer games. The existing research literature suggests otherwise. The winter Olympics are, in fact, at the front of mind for many scholars researching mega-events and the social impacts of sport. Winter Olympic scholarship divides neatly into two compartments: issues-driven analyses addressing problems affecting the Olympic movement and winter sports as a whole, and investigations into individual countries, individual athletes and/or individual sports’ contributions to the collective understanding of the history of the Olympic movement. The essays in this anthology fall into the former category addressing themes related to internationalism, inclusion, eligibility, and legacy. 
	Opportunities to publish Olympic research have never been more plentiful. Long established sources of Olympic research, including the IOC’s Olympic Review magazine, and the International Centre for Olympic Studies’ journal Olympika: The International Journal of Olympic Studies (established in 1992 at the centre’s headquarters at Western University in London, Ontario, Canada) were for decades the most common and accessible forums to publish Olympic scholarship alongside traditional monographs. However, the 2010s brought a flurry of additional Olympic-focused English-language publication outlets with the launch of the Sport and Olympic-Paralympic Studies Journal (by the University of Tsukuba, Japan in 2016); Diagoras: International Academic Journal of Olympic Studies (through a 2017 collaboration by the New Zealand Centre for Olympic Studies, University of Canterbury; the Olympic Studies Centre, German Sports University; and the Olympic Studies Centre at the Autonomous University of Barcelona); The Olimpianos: Journal of Olympic Studies (launched in 2017 and publishing in English, Portuguese, and Spanish); and the Journal of Olympic Studies (inaugurated in  2019 by California State University, Fullerton’s Center for Sociocultural Sport and Olympic Research). These and other new journals complement the numerous established sport management, history, philosophy, and sociology journals occasionally publishing articles or special editions on Olympic issues. Finally, Olympic history also features predominantly in the newsletters, magazines, and journal published by the National Olympic Academies worldwide, as well as in the Proceedings of the International Olympic Academy, which include articles from the sport historians invited to deliver lectures each year in Ancient Olympia.[endnoteRef:57]  [57:  Proceedings of the International Olympic Academy’s academic sessions are available at https://ioa.org.gr/proceedings/ and include full papers by many prominent Olympic sport historians.] 

	General themes addressed in the winter Olympic literature include traditional histories of each winter sport, federation, star athletes, games, and so on, but also an ever-growing body of work tackling complex cultural, political, and social issues directly related to the bidding, planning, executing, and legacy of each winter festival. Equity, diversity and inclusion issues are increasingly represented robustly in this literature, with an expanding body of work focused on identifying and addressing racism, sexism, colonialism, ableism, as well as intersectional analyses of multiple systems of oppression imbedded in the Olympic movement. Fairness and ethics feature heavily in the literature, pertaining to which events are included on the Olympic program of events and the inclusion and exclusion of nations. 
	Unsurprisingly, then, just like its summer counterpart, the Olympic Winter Games face considerable scrutiny and dissent in the form of resistance and protest. The bribery and corruption within Olympic bidding became known to the world following the 1998 news story uncovering the actions of the Salt Lake City bid committee’s actions, which ultimately led to reforms of the entire Olympic host city selection process as well as the International Olympic Committee itself.[endnoteRef:58] Led by the passion and rigorous research conducted by longtime Olympic industry resistance leaders such as Helen Jefferson Lenskyj and Jules Boykoff, a growing number of scholars are questioning the social and environmental impact of hosting the winter games, as well as the apoliticism that IOC members frequently invoke as a hallmark of the winter festivals. The Olympic industry, which Lenskyj defines as ‘the IOC and all its subsidiaries’, includes the below-the-surface players, such as ‘sponsors, corporations, media rights holders, developers, property holders, hotel and resort owners, and others, all poised to benefit financially from hosting the Olympic Games’.[endnoteRef:59] As Boykoff contends, ‘the notion that the Olympics can sidestep politics is one of the guiding fictions of our times, and one propped up by major players in the Olympic movement’.[endnoteRef:60] Scholars problematizing the Olympic movement have no shortage of areas to critique. However, more rare are manuscripts suggesting ideas for improvement and tangible changes toward more inclusive and ethical Olympic Games. Concrete ideas for addressing freedom of speech can be found in Lenskyj and Boykoff’s works, while necessary actions needed to address protest and resistance to hosting Olympic Winter Games on unceded Indigenous lands, and as well as to contribute to reconciliation, are hallmarks of Christine O’Bonsawin’s research.[endnoteRef:61] Many observers have noted that protests are relatively limited during the Olympic Winter Games, given the IOC’s ability to work with host cities to remove protesters and squash opportunities to dissent and demonstrate.[endnoteRef:62] [58:  Heather L. Dichter and Bruce Kidd, “Introduction,” Olympic Reform Ten Years Later (London: Routledge, 2012); Stephen R. Wenn and Scott G. Martyn, ‘Storm Watch: Richard Pound, TOP Sponsors, and the Salt Lake City Bid Scandal’, Journal of Sport History 32, no. 2 (2005): 167-197; Stephen R. Wenn and Scott G. Martyn, ‘“Tough Love”: Richard Pound, David D’Alessandro, and the Salt Lake City Olympics Bid Scandal’, Sport in History 26, no. 1 (2006): 64-90.]  [59:  Helen Jefferson Lenskyj, The Olympic Games: A Critical Approach (Bingley, UK: Emerald Publishing, 2020), 5-6.]  [60:  Jules Boykoff, Activism and the Olympics: Dissent at the Games in Vancouver and London (London: Rutgers University Press, 2014), 21. See also, Jules Boykoff, Power Games: A Political History of the Olympics (New York City: Verso, 2016). ]  [61:  See Jules Boykoff, ‘Celebration Capitalism and the Sochi 2014 Winter Olympics,’Olympika 22 (2013): 39-70; Jules Boykoff and Matthew Yasuoka, ‘Media Coverage of the 2014 Winter Olympics in Sochi, Russia: Putin, Politics, and Pussy Riot,’ Olympika 23 (2014): 27-55. See also Christine M. O’Bonsawin, ‘Showdown at Eagleridge Bluffs: The 2010 Vancouver Olympic Winter Games, the Olympic Sustainability Smokescreen, and the Protection of Indigenous Lands,’ in Intersections and Intersectionalities in Olympic and Paralympic Studies: Twelfth International Symposium for Olympic Research, ed. Janice Forsyth, Christine O’Bonsawin and Michael Heine (London, ON: International Centre for Olympic Studies, 2014): 82-8; Christine O’Bonsawin, ‘Free, Prior, and Informed Consent: The Olympic Movement’s International Responsibilities to Indigenous Peoples in Canada, and Globally’, Journal of Sport History 46, no. 2 (2019): 224-41; and Christine M. O’Bonsawin, ‘Indigenous Peoples and Canadian-Hosted Olympic Games,’ in Aboriginal Peoples and Sport in Canada: Historical Foundations and Contemporary Issues, ed. Janice Forsyth and Audrey R. Giles (Vancouver: UBC Press, 2013), 35-63.]  [62:  Johan Ekberg and Michael Strange, ‘What Happened to the Protests? The Surprising Lack of Visible Dissent During the Sochi Winter Olympics,’ Sport in Society 20, no. 4 (2017): 532-45.] 

	Issues of inclusion range from the addition of specific sports and events on the Olympic program, such as snowboarding’s entry in Nagano in 1998 without having first been included as a demonstration sport, to the inclusiveness of the Olympic Winter Games for warm and hot climate nations, for women, for athletes with disabilities, and for professional athletes.[endnoteRef:63] Political issues plague the Olympic Winter Games despite IOC members’ efforts to minimize events of this nature and depoliticize the Games.[endnoteRef:64] Security issues, stemming from fears that Olympic festivals may be prime targets for terrorist activity, are also of concern.[endnoteRef:65] Additional studies of athletes seeking asylum during the Olympics demonstrate just some of the many cultural and political issues in force for which the Olympic Winter Games are not immune.[endnoteRef:66] [63:  See, for example, Megan L. Popovic and Don Morrow, ‘Stomping the Shadow: The Elevation of Snowboarding to the Olympic Pedestal from a Jungian Perspective’, Sport History Review 39, no. 2 (2008): 170-191; Gordon MacDonald, ‘A Colossal Embroglio: Control of Amateur Ice Hockey in the United States and the 1948 Olympic Winter Games,’ Olympika 7 (1998): 43-60; and Richard Baka, ‘More Events, More Medals, More Interest!’: The Growth and Expansion of the Winter Olympic Games’, Intersections and Intersectionalities in Olympic and Paralympic Studies, ed. Janice Forsyth, Christine O’Bonsawin and Michael Heine (London, ON: International Centre for Olympic Studies, 2014), 35-42. For the inclusion of professional athletes, see Matthew P. Llewellyn and John Gleaves, The Rise and Fall of Olympic Amateurism (Champaign, IL: University of Illinois Press, 2016). See also Jacqueline Kennelly, Olympic Exclusions: Youth, Poverty and Social Legacies (Oxon: Routledge, 2016). Finally, see Ying Wushanley, ‘Waltzing on Ice: Lake Placid, the Carter Doctrine, and China’s Return to the Olympics’, in Pathways: Critiques and Discourse in Olympic Research, ed. Robert K. Barney Michael K. Heine, Kevin B. Wamsley and Gordon H. MacDonald (London, ON: International Centre for Olympic Studies, 2008): 132-40; and Doiara Silva dos Santos and Otávio Guimarães Tavares da Silva, ‘The Olympic Winter Games and Brazilian Participation: The Question of National Identity in the Media Coverage’, in Rethinking Matters Olympic: Investigations into the Socio-Cultural Study of the Modern Olympic Movement, ed. Robert K. Barney, Janice Forsyth and Michael K. Heine (London, ON: International Centre for Olympic Studies, 2010): 146-54. ]  [64:  Peter Hopsicker and Larry R. Gerlach are among authors who have addressed issues of religious tolerance in connection to American Winter Games host cities of Lake Placid and Salt Lake City. Peter Hopsicker, ‘No Hebrews Allowed: How the 1932 Lake Placid Winter Olympic Games Survived the “Restricted” Adirondack Culture, 1877-1932,’ Journal of Sport History 36, no. 2 (2009): 205-19; Larry R. Gerlach, ‘The “Mormon Games:” Religion, Media, Cultural Politics, and the Salt Lake City Winter Olympics,’ Olympika 11 (2002): 1-52. ]  [65:  Michael Atkinson and Kevin Young, ‘Terror Games: Media Treatment of Security Issues at the 2002 Winter Olympic Games,’ Olympika 11 (2002): 53-78; Richard Giulianotti and Francisco Klauser, ‘Security Governance and Sport Mega-events: Toward an Interdisciplinary Research Agenda’, Journal of Sport and Social Issues 34, no. 1 (2010): 49-61; Philip Boyle and Kevin D. Haggerty, ‘Civil Cities and Urban Governance: Regulating Disorder for the Vancouver Winter Olympics’, Urban Studies 48, no. 15 (2011): 3185-3201; David Murakami Wood and Kiyoshi Abe, ‘The Aesthetics of Control: Mega Events and Transformations in Japanese Urban Order’, Urban Studies 48, no. 15 (2011): 3241–3257; David Hassan, ‘Securing the Olympics: at what price?’, Sport in Society 17, no. 5 (2014): 628-639; Ramón Spaaij, ‘Terrorism and Security at the Olympics: Empirical Trends and Evolving Research Agendas’, The International Journal of the History of Sport 33, no. 4 (2016): 451-468.]  [66:  John Soares, ‘Cold War, Hot Ice: International Ice Hockey, 1947-1980’, Journal of Sport History 34, no. 2 (2007): 207-230; Toby C. Rider, ‘Eastern Europe’s Unwanted: Exiled Athletes and the Olympic Games, 1948-1964’, Journal of Sport History 40, no.3 (2013): 435-453; Justin Margolis, ‘Winning Gold at Passport Control: Asylum-Seeking Olympians and the Olympic Passport’, Olympika 23 (2014): 78-107; Jutta Braun and René Wiese, ‘“Tracksuit Traitors”: Eastern German Top Athletes on the Run’, The International Journal of the History of Sport 31, no. 12 (2014): 1519-1534.] 

 	As Lenskyj has argued in several publications, the overrepresentation of winter Olympians who are white and middle class is not coincidental or attributable to disadvantages simply from geography or access to snowy training environments. Rather, ‘the fact that cold countries produce more medalists in both winter and summer sports forces proponents of this argument to consider the more concrete issues of unequal global distribution of wealth as a result of colonialism and racism’.[endnoteRef:67] It addition to climate, the continued overrepresentation of white athletes stems from, as sports media scholar Andrew Billings explains, ‘the politics, economics, and cultures of those countries, and their sporting infrastructures, as well as ethnic demographics’.[endnoteRef:68] Particularly in figure skating, as Lenskyj observes, ‘to rise to the top levels in these sports requires membership in private clubs and considerable investment in time and money, which poses barrier to children in most working-class, Black, Hispanic and immigrant families’.[endnoteRef:69] As a result, geography fails to explain accurately the lack of diversity in many Olympic Winter Games events, and attempting to do so without acknowledging systemic barriers and racist assumptions is ingenuous and inadequate.[endnoteRef:70] [67:  Helen Jefferson Lenskyj, The Olympic Games: A Critical Approach (Bingley, UK: Emerald Publishing, 2020), 135. See also Helen Jefferson Lenskyj, ‘The Winter Olympics: Geography is Destiny?’ in Palgrave Handbook of Olympic Studies, ed. Helen Jefferson Lenskyj and Stephen Wagg (Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan, 2012), 88-102.]  [68:  Andrew Billings, Olympic Media: Inside the Biggest Show on Television (London: Routledge, 2002), 127.]  [69:  Helen Jefferson Lenskyj, Gender Politics and the Olympic Industry (London: Palgrave Macmillan, 2013), 99.]  [70:  Lenskyj, ‘The Winter Olympics: Geography is Destiny?’, 88-102. See also Richard C. King, ‘Staging the Winter White Olympics: Or, why sport matters to white power’, Journal of Sport and Social Issues 31, no. 1 (2007): 89-94.] 

	Gender equity reports continue to call into question the fairness of the winter Olympic program.[endnoteRef:71] Stemming from the vocal and impassioned work many athletes and activists undertook in trying to add women’s ski jumping events to the Vancouver 2010 program, efforts continue to advocate for equitable opportunities for women winter Olympians.[endnoteRef:72] While unsuccessful at the time, these efforts ultimately resulted in the inclusion of one women’s ski jump event at the 2014 Sochi Olympics. However, even with the additional of women’s ski jumping (the penultimate discipline excluding women, as Nordic combined events have yet to be included) the Olympic Winter Games in 2010 and 2014 included only 40% women athletes overall.[endnoteRef:73] While women’s Nordic combined did not make the cut for the 2022 Olympic Winter Games in Beijing, the International Ski Federation will likely continue to advocate for women’s events to be included in 2026 at the Milan Cortina Winter Olympics.[endnoteRef:74] Despite more equitable media coverage of events in recent years, sexist attitudes toward women athletes and the commodification of women’s bodies in selling winter Olympic sports persist.[endnoteRef:75]  [71:  Michele K. Donnelly, Mark Norman and Peter Donnelly, The Sochi 2014 Olympics: A Gender Equality Audit, https://kpe.utoronto.ca/sites/default/files/the-sochi-2014-olympics—a-gender-equality-audit.pdf (accessed October 24, 2020). See also Linda K. Fuller, Female Olympic and Paralympian Events: Analyses, Backgrounds and Timelines (London: Palgrave Macmillan, 2018).]  [72:  Patricia Vertinsky, Shannon Jette and Annette Hofmann ‘Skierinas’ in the Olympics: Gender Justice and Gender Politics at the Local, National and International Level over the Challenge of Women’s Ski Jumping,’ Olympika 18, (2009): 25-56.]  [73:  Donnelly, Norman and Donnelly, The Sochi 2014 Olympics.]  [74:  Liam Morgan, ‘Women’s Nordic Combined given Boost in Olmyipc Bid as Creation of World Cup Approved’, Inside the Games, June 5, 2019, https://www.insidethegames.biz/articles/1080168/womens-nordic-combined-given-boost-in-olympic-bid-as-creation-of-world-cup-approved (accessed October 27, 2020). ]  [75:  Paul J. MacArthur, James R. Angelini, Andrew C. Billings, and Lauren R. Smith, ‘The Dwindling Winter Olympic Divide between Male and Female Athletes: The NBC Broadcast Network's Primetime Coverage of the 2014 Sochi Olympic Games,’ Sport in Society 19, no. 10 (2016): 1556-72. See also Charlene Weaving, ‘Up the Slope Without a Pole:’ An Examination of the Relationship Between Fair Play and Gender Norms at the 2006 Winter Olympics’, in Cultural Imperialism in Action Critiques in the Global Olympic Trust, ed. Nigel B. Crowther, Robert K. Barney and Michael K. Heine (London, ON: International Centre for Olympic Studies, 2006): 347-54. ] 

	Security, safety, and athletes’ rights are also increasingly prevalent themes in the winter Olympics literature. Since the tragic death of Georgian luger Nodar Kumaratishvili prior to the start of the 2010 Vancouver Olympics, recognition of the risks inherent in pushing for faster, steeper, riskier performances on ice and snow has emerged.[endnoteRef:76] Coupled with the medical evidence showing the dangers of many Olympic events, athlete safety in pursuing citius, altius, fortius is inspiring discussion worldwide.[endnoteRef:77] Connected to this issue is how winter sports, particularly the aesthetic ones that are solely or partly scored by judges, fairly assess and reward each athlete’s performance. Figure skating judging, in particular, has gone through many changes, some as a result of judging scandals, such as the Salt Lake City 2002 disgrace, which led to the suspension of a French figure skating judge and the president of the French ice sports federation for colluding to manipulate results.[endnoteRef:78] Issues in the accuracy of judging, the fairness of new rules, and with doping have long been problematic for winter sports. [76:  Wanda Ellen Wakefield, ‘Citius, Altius, Fortius: At Whose Expense? Making Sense of the Death of Nodar Kumaratishvili at the 2010 Olympic Winter Games’, in Problems, Possibilities, Promising Practices: Critical Dialogues on the Olympic and Paralympic Games, ed. Janice Forsyth and Michael Heine (London, ON: International Centre for Olympic Studies, 105-9.]  [77:  See Jason Harding, Daniel Lock and Kristine Toohey, ‘A Social Identity Analysis of Technological Innovation in an Action Sport: Judging Elite Half-Pipe Snowboarding,’ European Sport Managemtn Quarterly 16, no. 2 (2016): 214-32. See also Steinar Sulheim, Ingar Holme, Andreas Rødven, Arne Ekeland and Roald Bahr, ‘Risk Factors for Injuries in Alpine Skiing, Telemark Skiing and Snowboarding: Case-Control Study,’ British Journal of Sports Medicine 45, no. 16 (2011-2013): 1303-9.]  [78:  Danny Rosenberg and Kelly L. Lockwood. ‘Will the New Figure Skating Judging System Improve Fairness at the Winter Olympics? Olympika 14, (2005): 69-84; Nicholas Dixon, ‘Canadian Figure Skaters, French Judges, and Realism in Sport,’ Journal of the Philosophy of Sport 30, no. 2, (2003): 103-116; Nancy Kerrigan, ‘The Rules Need to be Changed’, Time 159, no 8 (2002): 32; E.M. Swift, ‘Perfect Score: The ’02 Olympics Scandal Serves as the Backdrop for a Fascinating Look at the World of Figure Skating’, Sports Illustrated 100, no. 13 (2004): 14.] 

	The winter Olympics continue to raise many questions of interest to historians. While the research literature contains robust historical analyses of the impacts of the Olympic Winter Games, many questions remain with respect to both individual sports and collective contexts.   Particularly for issues which affect both the summer and winter Olympic Games, scholarship should consider both editions of the Games equally. After nearly a century of winter Olympic festivals, scholars have produced some excellent work, but much work remains to be done.

Looking Forward to Beijing 2022 and Beyond 
	As a cold-climate mega-event, the Olympic Winter Games provide both opportunities and challenges for the Olympic movement, and broader examinations of those issues need to include research on both the summer and winter games to be truly representative. From 1924 to 2010 the Olympic Winter Games were held 21 times, but only ten countries hosted the event. With two-thirds of those games taking place in countries where English, German, or French is spoken predominantly, it is not surprising that the majority of the scholarship on the Olympic Winter Games has been published in those languages and on the games from those countries. The other seven winter games in that time period, which took place in Norway, Italy, Japan, and Yugoslavia, are increasingly being examined by scholars inside those countries, and hopefully more of that research will appear in English to reach wider audiences. The three winter games following Vancouver took place (or will take place) in new countries for the Olympic Winter Games (but which have all previously hosted the summer Olympics): Russia, South Korea, and China. With the 2022 Olympic Winter Games Beijing will become the first city to host the both the summer and winter games. For 2026 the IOC has selected a previous host for the games with Italy’s joint bid from Milan and Cortina d’Ampezzo. 
The winter edition of the Youth Olympic Games, while a very recent creation with the first event in 2012, have thus far taken or will take place in countries which have already hosted the Olympic Winter Games: Austria (2012), Norway (2016), Switzerland (2020), and South Korea (2024). Yet, the winter edition of the Youth Olympic Games has almost entirely been missing from historical, socio-cultural, and philosophical examinations of this event.[endnoteRef:79] Martínková and Parry’s contribution  in this collection is the first in-depth consideration of the longer history of the Olympic Winter Games from a philosophical perspective.[endnoteRef:80] Similarly, the Paralympic Winter Games, which first took place in 1976 in Örnsköldsvik, Sweden, are even more absent from scholarship, both on winter sport and the Paralympic movement. Scholarship on the Paralympic Games almost entirely focuses on the summer edition, although one of the leading scholars in the field, Ian Brittain, does address the winter edition, particularly once the Paralympic Winter Games began taking place in the same location as the winter Olympics.[endnoteRef:81] [79:  There are, of course, notable exceptions. Sport history research addressing the Winter Youth Olympic Games includes articles by Martin Schnitzer, Mike Peters, Sabrina Scheiber and Elena Pocecco, ‘Perception of the Culture and Education Programme of the Youth Olympic Games by the Participating Athletes: A Case Study for Innsbruck 2012’, The International Journal of the History of Sport 31, no. 9 (2014): 1178–1193; and Lawrence W. Judge, Jeffrey C. Petersen, David Bellar, Erin Gilreath, Elizabeth Wanless, Karin Surber and Laura Simon, ‘The Promotion and Perception of the Youth Olympic Games: The Case of Figure Skating,’ Olympika, 21, (2012): 33-57. Several articles on the Youth Olympic Games mention that the IOC established a Winter edition, but the authors of these articles rarely consider this event within their research.]  [80:  Martínková and Parry, ‘Winter Olympic Games’. ]  [81:  Ian Brittain, The Paralympic Games Explained, 2nd ed. (London: Routledge, 2016).] 

Examinations of a single Olympic Winter Games are, in many ways, easier to conduct because fewer language skills are needed to ensure that the necessary research can be completed. Broader considerations of the winter Olympics, particularly when including Sochi and the Asian host cities, can be more challenging to complete because of the need to know more languages. Some of these limitations can be overcome through the use of official Olympic documents, which must be published in English and/or French, and the global coverage of Olympic news via English-language media outlets, as demonstrated by Brown’s essay on the consideration of legacy within Olympic Winter Games planning.[endnoteRef:82] These materials, though, cannot entirely compensate for using the important documents published in the language of the host countries. Hopefully scholars with the linguistic knowledge will publish more of their research in English so the research on those games can be used within projects which consider winter Olympics broadly. In addition, the collaboration of academics across national boundaries can also help produce this kind of scholarship. [82:  Brown, ‘Planning for Legacy’.] 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Olympic Winter Games should not only be researched from the vantage point of the host. More research about countries which participate in the winter Olympics is needed. Rademeyer and Fabian’s essays in this collection both consider the participation of the athletes themselves,[endnoteRef:83] and Richard Baka has elsewhere provided a longer examination of a single country with his contribution on Australia’s participation at the Olympic Winter Games which began in 1936 and has been continuous since 1952.[endnoteRef:84] How participation in the winter Olympics fits into a National Olympic Committee’s or state’s broader plans for sport, both domestically as well outwardly as a form of soft power, has yet to be researched for most of the countries that have participated in the Olympic Winter Games (previous Olympic Winter Games host countries are the primary exception for this kind of research). Research into the individual sports or disciplines themselves on the winter Olympic program, particularly the more recently introduced events, may also provide a greater inclusion of countries within research on the winter games, as these sports do not have the long history tied to specific locations or countries, as cross-country or downhill skiing have, for instance. Snowboarding has a clear American youth culture influence, as Barjolin-Smith demonstrates, and Ramon, Xu, and Billings show a rich and valuable history exists for the short-lived demonstration sports from the Olympics Winter Games.[endnoteRef:85] The essays in this collection will serve as a model for future research and consideration of the Olympic Winter Games.  [83:  Rademeyer, ‘Summer Meets Winter’; Thomas Fabian, ‘The Cool Runnings Effect’.]  [84:  Richard Baka, ‘Australian Performances at the Winter Olympics: Maintaining the Momentum’, Sporting Traditions 31, no. 1 (2014): 77-90.]  [85:  Ramon, Xu,  and Billings, ‘Lost in the Vault?’; Barjolin-Smith, ‘Snowboarding Youth Culture and the Winter Olympics’.] 
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